SARETT NATURE CENTER

2022 SUMMER CAMPS
GENERAL INFORMATION

OUR STAFF

Summer Nature Camps at Sarett offer children
an excellent opportunity to learn about
Michigan’s ecology and natural history by
exploring and playing in nearly 1000 acres of
woodlands, wetlands, meadows and swamps
at Sarett and other Michigan locations. We get
up, get active and get outdoors daily!

Each session will be led by experienced
naturalists. These energetic leaders provide a
safe, fun, and educational outdoor experience for
campers of all ages. All naturalists are required to
pass a background check, have first aid/CPR
training, and are knowledgeable in Michigan
ecology, natural history and more. Most
importantly our naturalists inspire kids to explore,
respect, and protect nature!

REGISTRATION

KAYAKING ADVENTURES - AGES 10+

Beginning Kayaking

Let’s have fun exploring the area’s waterways and learning how
to kayak! Kayakers should always dress as if they are going to get
wet, especially footwear. PFD’s (life vests) will be the provided
and must be worn the entire time we are on the water. Kayaking
takes a lot of energy, so bring a good lunch, snacks, and a lot of
water. Also wear a hat for sunshade, sunglasses, bug repellent,
and sunscreen.

Wednesday, June 29, 10:00 AM – 1:30 PM
Thursday, June 30, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
$30 Member/ $35 Nonmember
On the first day at North Lake Park you will
learn to do all the kayaking basics- getting into
and out of kayaks, paddling techniques, and
what to do if you tip over. We will play games to
improve your skills and explore the lake. On the
second day we will paddle the St. Joseph River
from St. Patrick’s County Park to the take-out in
Niles. We are likely to see eagles, osprey,
herons, and many turtles!

Kayak the Paw Paw River

Tuesday, August 9th, 9:30 AM – 1:00 PM
$20 Member/ $25 Nonmember
Use advanced paddling skills to navigate the
beautiful Paw Paw River Water Trail from County
Line Road to the Paw Paw River County Park at
Watervliet. Completing the Sarett Beginning
Kayaking class is a prerequisite for doing this trip.
Drop-off and pick-up for this outing will be at Paw
Paw River County Park.

SIGN UP AT WWW.SARETT.ORG
OR CALL (269) 927 - 4832

PRE-REGISTRATION and PRE-PAYMENT FOR
CAMPS ARE REQUIRED.
Please visit Sarett’s online store at www.sarett.org
or call us to sign up for camps at (269) 927-4832.
Cash, checks, and credit cards are accepted. Please
feel free to call us for more information on any of
our camps. It is important for the enjoyment of all
students that your child be the appropriate age
for the camp. Our naturalists want your child to
have a great time so choose the camps your child
will enjoy. Campers should dress appropriately,
wear a hat, good walking shoes & bring a drink and
lunch if class is over the noon hour.

ANNUAL FAMILY MEMBERSHIP = $50
TO BECOME A MEMBER AND GET A REDUCED RATE FOR CLASSES,
PLEASE CALL (269) 927-4832 OR GO ONLINE AT
WWW.SARETT.ORG/MEMBERSHIP TO SIGN UP!

NATURE DISCOVERY CAMPS - AGES 4-8

NATURE EXPLORER CAMPS - AGES 9+
M = Member Price
NM = Nonmember Price

BUDS - AGES 4 - 6

Young campers will use their senses to explore the great outdoors and discover different plants and animals along the
way. Fun-filled activities include trail walks, nature games, crafts, stories, and animal encounters.

TADPOLES - AGES 7-8

Older campers will investigate their natural surroundings and learn to understand the relationships of plants and wildlife to
the ecosystem. Each camp lets your child be a real explorer, using science in fun ways to better understand the natural
world! Environmental games, animal encounters, nature crafts, and other nature activities help to illustrate and reinforce
the ecological concepts covered in daily adventures.

The Nature Explorer Camps are for kids ages 9+ and
are designed to engage your camper mentally and
physically. Campers should come dressed for the
weather, bring a lunch (if camp runs past 12:30 PM),
water, hat, sunscreen, and wear walking shoes.

Amazing Amphibians
Tuesday, June 14, 10:00 -11:30 AM
Do frogs and toads actually ribbit? And what really IS a
salamander? Join us to learn about these slimy critters!
Animal Senses
Wednesday, June 22, 10 :00 – 11:30 AM
Animals smell, taste, feel, hear and see in very amazing
ways! Campers will learn about the ways snakes,
turtles, bats, owls, and other wildlife sense their world.
We will walk at the nature center to understand how
we can experience nature by using some of our senses.
Nature Arts & Crafts
Thursday, June 30, 10:00 – 11:30 AM
Enjoy a whole morning of fun arts
and crafts using nature’s art supplies.
Feathered Friends
Tuesday, July 5, 10:00 - 11:30 AM
Birds are all around us! Spend camp looking and
listening for birds and doing a craft and game to help
us learn about these animals.
Dragons of the Marsh
Wednesday, July 13, 10:00 – 11:30 AM
Explore the wetlands of Sarett in search of dragonflies
and damselflies! Learn about insect bodies, search for
dragonfly and damselfly larvae in
the ponds, take a hike to see how
many marsh dragons you can find,
and read a story along the way.

Buds/Tadpoles Class prices:
Members - $10
Nonmembers - $15
Wild About Water
Thursday, July 21, 10:00 – 11:30 AM
Want to know where, why, and how water flows? Want to
get muddy making rivers and lakes? This hydrology class is
a hands-on experimentation in how water moves through
our landscape.
Animal Appreciation Jr.
Tuesday, July 26, 10:00 – 11:30 AM
Join a naturalist in the role of caring for our ambassador
animals. Take turns feeding reptiles, learn about the
responsibilities in taking care of different animals, and go
on a hike to search for some animals in the wild!
Dinosaur Discovery
Wednesday, August 3rd, 10:00 – 11:30 AM
Where did all the dinosaurs go?
Did they have feathers? We will dig
up those answers and more as we
explore what it meant to be a dinosaur
and how we still have dinosaurs today!
Nature or Not Jr.
Thursday, August 11th, 10:00 – 11:30 AM
Learn about what belongs in nature,
what does not, and what we can do to keep
our environment healthy and happy.
Muckin’ in the Marsh
Friday, August 12th, 10:00 – 11:30 AM
Explore the marsh off-trail with a naturalist in this unique
experience! You must be prepared to get wet and dirty to
participate. To participate and protect your legs and arms
from sharp grass and stinging nettle, you must wear long
pants, tie shoes, and a long-sleeved shirt.

4-DAY CAMP!

Tuesday, July 19 – Friday, July 22, 9:30 AM – 3:00 PM
$100 M/ $130 NM

Learn how Sarett naturalists care for our resident animals.
This is a hands-on camp where you will feed
animals and learn how to make an animal
habitat. Limited to 12 campers.

Nature Quest is a fantasy adventure/nature science
hybrid camp in which participants will learn ecological
and stewardship practices through a fantastical lens.
Over the course of four days, members of nature quest
will build their characters, go on nature hikes, and use
team work to problem solve imagined, ecologically
based quandaries. The final day will be an off-site field
trip at Grand Mere State Park. You must sign up for all
four days.

Cell Phone Nature Photography

STEAM: Animal Engineers

Students will learn the basics of photography using their
cell phones and go into the field to take photos, learn how
to use a macro lens, and how to digiscope. Photos taken
during the class will be used to create a personalized photo
book. Cost includes a cell phone macro lens and a photo
book. Limited to 12 campers.

Our environment is full of amazing feats of engineering
and science from bird nests to beaver dams and
everything in between. Let’s take a day to recreate these
wonders through a variety of activities.
STEAM = Science,

Sarett Rarities

Experience what it means to be a citizen scientist! Learn
about phenology, animal and plant identification,
biodiversity, and your role in the conservation of the
natural world.

Animal Appreciation 1
Buds & Tadpoles will be in separate
learning groups on the same day
and time. Spaces are limited.
Please sign up early.

Nature Quest!

Wednesday, June 15, 9:30 AM – 2:00 PM, $25 M/ $30 NM

Tuesday, June 21, 9:30 AM – 2:00 PM, $40 M/ $45 NM

Tuesday, June 28, 9:30 AM – 2:00 PM, $25 M/ $30 NM

Spend the day learning about the endangered and
threatened animal and plant species that thrive in the
different habitats at Sarett. We will explore recent
restoration projects, and go searching for locally famous
flora and fauna!
Letterboxing

Wednesday, July 6, 9:30 AM – 2:00 PM, $25 M/ $30 NM

Letterboxing is a scavenger hunt through the trails
following written instructions. Letterboxes are located all
over the world. In this class students will make their own
passport, find our letterboxes, and help create new ones.

Wednesday, July 27th, 9:30 AM – 2:00 PM, $25 M/ $30 NM

STEAM: Citizen Science

Technology, Engineering,
Arts, Mathematics

Thursday, July 28th, 9:30 AM – 2:00 PM, $25 M/ $30 NM

Gardening

Tuesday, August 2nd, 9:30 AM – Noon
$15 M/ $20 NM

Campers will learn the basics of plant
care, visit a native plant garden, learn
how to start your own garden to live
more sustainably and will be sent home with seeds.
Animal Appreciation 2

Thursday, August 4, 9:30 PM – 2:00 PM, $25 M/ $30 NM

Learn how Sarett naturalists care for our resident
animals. This is a hands-on class where you will feed
Thursday, July 7, 9:30 AM – 12:30 PM, $15 M/$20 NM
Campers will trample through swamps and marshes on our animals, learn how to make an animal habitat, and
play a game. Limited to 12 campers.
way to the Paw Paw River and back. Along the way we will
see large trees and look for wildlife! Participants must wear Nature or Not
pants, shoes that can be tied, and bring a water bottle.
Wednesday, August 10th, 9:30 – 2:00 PM, $25 M/ $30 NM
In this class we’ll explore our waste stream and discover
Outdoor Skills
2-DAY
CAMP!
how we can be more sustainable in our community!
Tuesday, July 12, 9:30 AM – 3:00 PM
Off Trail Adventure

Wednesday, July 13, 9:30 AM – 3:00 PM
$50 M/ $55 NM

This course will cover the basics of
wilderness survival and bushcraft. Making
fire, building shelters, purifying water,
and basic first aid will also be covered.

Muckin’ in the Marsh

Friday, August 12th, 10:00 – 11:30 AM, $10 M/ $15 NM

Explore the marsh off-trail with a naturalist! You must be
prepared to get wet and dirty and protect your legs and
arms from plants, you must wear long pants, tie shoes,
and a long-sleeved shirt.

