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Photo: Naturalist and animal coordinator Hannah
Breyen excitedly observes an eastern massasauga
rattlesnake. It is uncommon to see one during a

hike, even for the naturalists. 
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Memorials & Honorariums

Welcome to a New Year! We start 2023 with a big thank you to the
members of Sarett who generously contributed to our year-end-appeal.
They supported our environmental education programs while funding an
outdoor learning area and expanding our universal access trail system.Our
goal was to raise $40,000 and our community stepped up to offer up over
$60,000! 

Sarett Nature Centers members are essential partners to achieving the
organization's goals. Nearly a third of the membership contributed extra
support to the cause. Partnerships are so important to having meaningful
impacts. One of Sarett’s goals in 2023 is to focus on building up our
partnerships with both long-time friends as well as new ones.

One opportunity to help a long-time partner presented itself at the end of
the year when Brookview Montessori got the bad news that they had to
relocate some of their classrooms until building repairs were made (see
sidebar on next page). Partners like the Kiwanis Club of Benton Harbor
and St. Joseph and the Bosch Community Fund have been offering
support to offset program costs to make sure schools with tightening
budgets can still have field trips to Sarett. John Ball Zoo have been
conducting surveys of rare snakes and turtles at Sarett and training our
naturalists on methods along the way (see story on massasaugas on the
following pages). Chicago’s Field Museum is lending support to Sarett’s
programs and collaborating to offer nature-stewardship curriculums to
area schools. This curriculum, called Mighty Acorns, is being offered
throughout Berrien County along with partners at Chikaming Open Lands
and Fernwood Botanical Garden.

Even closer to home, Sarett is excited to establish new partnerships with
friends in Benton Harbor like Present Pillars. Present Pillars has a mission
to “help the fathers of Benton Harbor be promote a culture of normalcy
through excellence in health, finance, advocacy, education and fellowship
to be the fathers our children deserve.” This past summer we celebrated
our first event together as we welcomed fathers and sons to enjoy a day of
kayaking and hiking and before spending the night at Sarett – for some it
was their first time camping. 

Energy is building to restore the natural corridor along Ox Creek that flows
through Benton Harbor and Sarett is eager to work with partners in the
community to help as we can. We look forward to an Earth Day event this
spring along Ox Creek with our friend and partners such as the Boys and
Girls Club and Southwest Michigan Planning Commission.  
We are looking forward to a new year where we can embrace gathering
together with our friends and celebrating nature in our community!

Building Partnerships in 2023
Message from the Director, Nate Fuller

(Above) A hardworking group of volunteers mixed with Sarett staff
and board members helped clear out an area in the upland forest
on Giving Tuesday in November! This area will be the location for
the new outdoor learning area.
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By: Hannah Breyen

We would like to take a moment to reflect on the beloved animal
ambassadors that we said our final farewells to this past year. These
working animals not only held a special place in our hearts, but in
the hearts of Sarett's community members, too. They have been
greatly missed and each left their own individual pair of
metaphorical shoes to be filled in their passing.

Virginia, the great horned owl, came to Sarett in October 2017 after
spending time with a licensed wildlife rehabilitator. She fell victim to
a car collision, something that is, sadly, quite common in the world
of wild raptors. From this accident, she sustained two injuries: one
to a wing and one to an eye. Even though the injured eye had to be
removed and she only had partial mobility of the injured wing, she
still led an enriching life at Sarett. Virginia was well-known for her
appearances in many of our past bird of prey programs where she
would assist naturalists in teaching the public about her species and
wildlife rehabilitation. She was the most mild-mannered great
horned owl our team has ever seen.

Peaches, the corn snake, came to Sarett in 2014 after his owner
reached out looking to rehome their pet. Peaches was a lovely shade
of reddish pink (blood red morph) and large for a corn snake due to
previous care practices and genetics. We were not only sad to see
him go because he was so loved by all who knew him, but because
he was one of our two main ambassador snakes that we use to
assist naturalists in educational programming. Peaches always
charmed people with his friendly demeanor and explorative nature
and was quite well-known for being our resident "pink snake".

Grumpy, the veiled chameleon, arrived at Sarett in 2012 when we
accepted him from his previous owner -- a child who had gotten the
chameleon as a gift from a relative, but knew nothing about how to
care for him and understood that the responsibility would be too
much for them to handle. Grumpy was a great ambassador in
teaching the public of the multitudes of responsibility that come
with owning a pet like a chameleon. While he did not participate in
our programming because he did not appreciate being handled, he
was a great resident ambassador for public interest and a really
unique animal to experience in-person. 

Lastly, we want to thank you for your time spent cherishing these
animals and reminiscing with us on their lives. Virginia, Peaches,
Grumpy, as all ambassadors who came before them, have left a
lasting impact on the staff, volunteers and visitors of Sarett Nature
Center, and we thank them deeply for that.

animal ambassador update
Sarett says goodbye to some very special 
animal coworkers in 2022 

Virginia
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This winter, Sarett Nature Center
welcomed Brookview Montessori
School’s primary classes to relocate to
our Schmuhl Learning Center while
their building undergoes emergency
renovations. Brookview and Sarett have
been partners in educational
programming for well over 20 years, so
when word went out that Brookview
needed help temporarily relocating its
preschool, Sarett welcomed them to see
if our lower classroom might be an
option. After numerous inspections and
some minor adjustments, Sarett has
now welcomed over thirty 3–6-year-olds
to spend the rest of their school year
enjoying the wonders of nature and
Sarett every day.

The Lower Learning Center at the Nature Center receives temporary guests

"All of us at Brookview are so appreciative of Nate Fuller and
the Sarett Family for welcoming us so graciously. We feel very

fortunate that our students can learn in such a beautiful
environment, and to be working with those who share our

love for outdoor education."
 

-  Larry Schanker, Brookview Montessori School, Executive
Director and Music Specialist

SARETT WELCOMES BROOKVIEW STUDENTS

Last year, naturalist Dane
Rasmussen built a sugar shack to
cook the maple sap collected from
Sarett maple trees to make maple
syrup! Children from school groups
and the public were able learn the
techniques and try their hand at
making their own bottle.



“PR” is an unusual cause for an animal’s extinction, but it is one of the
leading reasons for the decline of eastern massasaugas. Sarett is a
partner in the Eastern Massasauga Recovery Team, a group of
conservation organizations led by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS). The Recovery Team identified the public relations as one of
the top three challenges facing the recovery of massasauga
populations along with habitat loss and disease. It may be the most
challenging of the three… how do we get people to care about one of
the most unpopular animals? 

Their unpopularity stems largely from fear. Many people are
uncomfortable with snakes in general and add in the fact that
massasaugas are a type of venomous rattlesnake, and the fear factor
increases to the point where many are killed on sight. These shy
snakes don’t deserve the persecution they receive, and Sarett Nature
Center is doing its part to try to increase understanding to reduce fear
and help save this snake from extinction. 

A rattling tail and angry-looking eyes trigger a natural fear response
for people because that is exactly what it is supposed to do! Snakes
don’t have many options when it comes to defending themselves, so if
hiding doesn’t work, scaring away potential predators is the next best
choice. Rattlesnakes are so good at being scary that many other
snakes imitate them – here at Sarett we’ve watched rat snakes,
hognose snakes, and even garter snakes shake their tails in an effort
to convince curious naturalists to leave them alone. 

Despite their scary appearance, massasaugas are actually a very shy
snake that prefers to slither away and hide rather than have a
confrontation. While massasauga venom is no joke and make humans
very sick if bitten, the point of the venom is for rattlesnakes to catch
food. In fact, it is not uncommon for provoked rattlesnakes to do “dry
bites” when trying to scare people away and not even inject their
precious venom when defending themselves. It takes a lot of energy
to produce venom and massasaugas want to save it for potential food.
They are valuable members of our natural areas as predators who
mostly feed on small rodents. 

In addition to being valuable as nature’s mousetraps, massasaugas
also serve as “indicator species” for conservation as they need good
quality wetlands for habitat. Diminishing massasaugas are a warning
that our wetlands are in trouble. In just three human generations
massasauga numbers have plummeted due largely to the loss of
habitat combined with people killing them out of fear. 

Expanding protection for 
the eastern massasauga rattlesnake
Sarett receives additional funding to allow for more 
habitat restorations for this endangered species 

(Above) An eastern massasauga rattlesnake basks in the sun.
(Below) In the spring of 2022, Sarett staff, volunteers, and
PlantWise, removed invasive species and shrubs to improve
the fen habitat. (Bottom) The "after" photo!

By: Nate Fuller



(Left) If you walk in the  fen habitat area along River Trail
in the wetlands, you might notice how the area has
opened up and much of the shrubby cover that recently
moved into the area was removed last year by staff and
PlantWise to provide better quality habitat for protected
species. (Top) An adult eastern massasauga rattlesnake.
Notice the vibrating tail! (Above) Two young massasaugas
rescued from a pending development by a concerned
citizen who brought them to Sarett and soon transferred
to John Ball Zoo for care and study. Captive massasaugas
can live for over twenty years. Female massasaugas give
birth to litters of 5 to 20 young in late summer.

A recent issue is the rapid increase of a fungus that attacks snakes
similar to the white-nose syndrome that has killed millions of bats.
Scientists are trying to figure out why snake fungal disease has
become so common and why massasaugas are more sensitive to it
than other snakes. Meanwhile massasauga populations crashed in
recent years to the point where they are in danger of becoming
extinct. 

Eastern massasaugas were officially recognized by the USFWS as
Federally Threatened in the fall of 2016. Massasaugas used to be
relatively common from Wisconsin and Illinois to western New York
and Pennsylvania. Now they only live in a handful of places outside
of Michigan. Even in southwest Michigan where most people have a
story of seeing a rattlesnake, those stories are from “oh, about ten
years ago or so” (which actually means much longer ago than that). 

Sarett Nature Center is proud of the fact that we do still have eastern
massasaugas living here in our wetlands and are excited that we will
be receiving grant support to restore the sedge meadow and oak
savanna habitat they need. Sarett is working with conservation
partners such as John Ball Zoo and Michigan Natural Features
Inventory to get a better understanding of how many still survive in
the floodplains of the Paw Paw River. While the nature center will do
what it can to maintain and improve habitat to support massasaugas
locally, our greatest impact will come from helping dispel the fears
that drive people to persecute massasaugas specifically and snakes
in general.

In the coming years, look for more educational programs with
partners like the John Ball Zoo. We will work to help people
appreciate these shy creatures that are part of our region’s natural
heritage. Our goal is to help shift fear into respect, and respect into
appreciation. We don’t expect our local rattlesnakes to ever win a
popularity contest, but we hope to have people accept them as a
valuable part of wildness still left in our local natural areas. 

Ask a naturalist at
the front desk for a
FREE RATTLESNAKE
ACTIVITY BOOK to
learn more about

these amazing
reptiles!



SILVER FOXES: SNOW SCIENCE 
January 25, Wednesday, 11:00 AM
Learn about different types of snow with a
naturalist. Silver Foxes programs are designed
for people 55 & older who like to be active and
learn something new. This group meets once a
month. Please call (269) 927-4832 to register.
Members/FREE, Non-members/$5. 

FAMILY STORYTIME AND EVENING HIKE
January 21, Saturday, 6:30 PM – 7:30 PM
Bring the family out for a nature story time and
walk in the woods with a naturalist!
Members/FREE, non-members/$3. 

CROSS-COUNTRY SKI LESSONS FOR ADULTS
January 22, Sunday, 2:00 - 3:30 PM
Enjoy the winter with cross-country skiing. This
will be a beginner lesson with a naturalist. Call
(269) 927-4832 to register. Cost is $15 for the
two-hour lesson for members and $20 for   
 non-members and $5 for equipment rental. 

Join Sarett naturalists in helping
restore and maintain native

plant ecosystems at Sarett every
month!  Volunteers will help with
a variety of stewardship projects

while learning to identify key
species of both native and

invasive plants. Please wear
sturdy shoes and bring water.
Call (269) 927-4832 to register. 

January 21, Saturday 1 - 3
February 26, Sunday 1 - 3
March 25, Saturday, 1 - 3
April 22, Saturday, Earth

Day Ox Creek Cleanup
April 30, Sunday, 1 - 3 

 Monthly weekend STEWARDSHIP DAYs

Weekly Wednesday
STEWARDSHIP DAYs

Weekly stewardship efforts will focus on a single
project of removing invasive species from the under-
story of the pine loop. This area was once a tree farm
and over time, the Scotch pine planted have grown
into a sizable forest with a very messy under-story

filled with autumn olive, honeysuckle, and multi-flora
rose. Interspersed with these harmful species are

natives of the dry-mesic oak savanna, ready to spring
forth given the opportunity! 

Every Wednesday, 2:00 - 4:00 PM

january

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

WOMEN IN NATURE EVENT: GUIDED SKI AT SARETT
January 28, Saturday, 1:00 - 3:00 PM
Enjoy the winter on a guided ski with other women
through the many trails at Sarett. Call (269) 927-4832
to register. Cost is $5 for the guided ski and $5 for
equipment rental. 

SNOWSHOE HIKE AND HOT DOG ROAST 
January 29, Sunday, 2:00 – 3:30 PM 
Bring the family out for a snowshoe hike on our trails!
Along the way you can stop at the bonfire to warm up
with hot drinks and roasting hot dogs.
Members/$10/adult, $5/child. Non-members/$15/adult
& $10/child. Cost includes entrance fee for non-
members, snowshoe rental, and food/drinks. Our
smallest snowshoes can accommodate ages 5+. Wear
your snow boots. 



CROSS-COUNTRY SKI LESSONS FOR ADULTS
February 4, Saturday, 1:00 - 3:00 PM
Enjoy the winter with cross-country skiing. This will
be a beginner lesson with a naturalist. Call (269) 927-
4832 to register. Cost is $15 for the two-hour lesson
and $5 for equipment rental. 

BOB ROSS & ROSE 
February 11, Saturday, 6:00 – 8:00 PM
Ages 21 & up. Sarett is teaming up with a local winery
for an evening of art and libations as we follow along
with a seasonal Bob Ross tutorial, looking out over
the happy trees in our Great Room. Space is limited
so please call (269) 927-4832 to register.
Members/$38, Non-members/$45. (Price includes
one glass of wine and take-home canvas. Additional
glasses may be purchased at time of program).

OWL PROWL 
February 17, Friday, 7:00 – 8:00 PM
The winter months are the start of the nesting
season for owls, so they are very vocal at night. Join
Sarett naturalists to learn about owls at Sarett then
go out on the trails to look and listen and call for
owls. You must call (269)-927-4832 to register for this
event. Space is limited! Cost: $5/non-member and
free to members and children. 

OWL PROWL 
February 24, Friday, 7:00 – 8:00 PM
The winter months are the start of the nesting
season for owls, so they are very vocal at night. Join
Sarett naturalists to learn about owls at Sarett then
go out on the trails to look and listen and call for
owls. You must call (269)-927-4832 to register for this
event. Space is limited! Cost: $5/non-member and
free to members and children. 

WILDLIFE SAFARI with NELSON THE ANIMAL GUY
February 25, Saturday

Shows at 1:00 PM AND 3:00 PM 

Bring out the whole family for an up-close and personal experience with
a variety of exotic animals with Nelson the Animal Guy! Among popular

guests are a Siberian lynx, barn owl, fennic fox, sugar glider, alligator,
and more! There will be loud music during the program. Tickets should

be purchased online ahead of time through our web site. Tickets usually
sell out for this event, so purchase early. Cost for Members is $6/adult

and $3/children, and non-members is $10/adults and $5/children. 

WOMEN IN NATURE EVENT: MOM AND ME
SNOWSHOE HIKE
February 18, Saturday, 1:00 – 2:00 PM
Join a naturalist and explore the woods with your
littles on snowshoes! Look for signs of wildlife
along the way. If there is no snow, we will hike.
Sarett has snowshoe rentals available for children
ages 5+ and adults. Cost is $5/adults and
$3/children and includes admission and snowshoe
rental cost. Children are free if not renting
snowshoes! Please call to RSVP at (269) 927-4832.

MAPLE SUGAR 101
February 19, Sunday, 1:00 – 4:00 PM or
February 26, Sunday, 1:00 – 4:00 PM or
March 5, Sunday, 1:00 – 4:00 PM or
March 12, Sunday, 1:00 – 4:00 PM or
AND March 19th, 1:00 – 4:00 PM for 
Bottling the syrup!
Join Naturalist Dane in this hands-on class that
allows families, or groups of up to 5, to make their
own maple syrup from start to finish! Learn how to
identify maple trees, collect sap, boil, filter, and
then bottle maple syrup. Each group will take
home a minimum of 1 quart of finished syrup. Call
(269) 927-4832 to register. Cost: Members $40/
Non-Members $60. 
Space is limited. Pick one 
of the first four Sundays
to attend to learn the 
how-to’s of tapping the 
tree and then everyone 
is invited back on 
March 19th to bottle 
their syrup!

february

SILVER FOXES: INTRODUCTION TO
CITIZEN SCIENCE
February 22, Wednesday, 11:00 AM
Learn about different ways to become a
citizen scientist in your own backyard and at
Sarett! Silver Foxes programs are designed
for people 55 & older who like to be active
and learn something new. This group meets
once a month. Please call (269) 927-4832 to
register. Members/FREE, Non-members/$5.



MAPLE SUGAR MAGIC
March 4, Saturday, 1:00 - 2:00 PM
AND
March 11, Saturday, 1:00 – 2:00 PM 
Welcome early spring with a “how to” demonstration on
maple sugaring. Enjoy a talk and a stroll through the
woods to learn how maple syrup is made. Learn to
identify maple trees, how to tap and collect the sap and
how to turn that sap into delicious amber syrup. Call
269-927-4832 to register. Members $5, Non-Members
$8, Children $3. Maple treats will be available for sale.

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT & OWL 
PROWL WITH COASTLINE
CHILDREN’S FILM FESTIVAL
March 11, Saturday
Movie starts at 6:30 PM
Night Hike/Owl Prowl
start at 8:00 PM
Join us for a screening of the movie HOOT! Afterward,
Sarett naturalists will take you on a night hike to call for
owls! Please bring a flashlight or headlamp for the hike
(if you have one). It’s sure to be a hoot! This event is free

 
TRIVIA NIGHT!

March 18, Saturday
 6:00 Doors Open, 
7:00 Trivia Begins

Join us for an evening of "FUNdraising" and test your
knowledge on a variety of categories. The first place
team wins $200. Doors open at 6:00 pm and trivia
begins at 7:00 pm. Buy a table for $100 (10
people/table) or join a table for $10/person. Please
brings snacks to share with your tablemates. We will
have a cash bar for pop. water, beer, and wine. Join us
for an evening of good fun and lots of laughs. Please call
(269)-927-4832 to reserve your table. Prepayment
required. Trivia night is for adults only.

WOMEN IN NATURE EVENT: 
BIRDING AT BROWN SANCTUARY
March 19, Sunday, 1:30 – 3:00 PM
Join a naturalist and look for birds in the woods and wetlands
at Brown Sanctuary. Cost is $5/member, $8/nonmember.
Please call to RSVP at (269) 927-4832.

The Birding Bunch will also meet on the
following Saturday’s at 8 AM:

 
 
 
 
 
 

May 13 (BIRDATHON)
May 20
May 27
June 3

April 1
 April 15 
April 22
April 29
May 6

FROG WATCH SURVEY
March 30, Thursday, Meet at 8:00 PM
Join Sarett naturalists in this citizen science endeavor
conducting frog surveys on Sarett property. You will
learn common frogs and their calls, walk to several
destinations, and learn how to use FrogWatch USA.
The survey will require quietness and stillness, so
this program may not be best for children. 
Bring a flashlight. 
We will also conduct frog 
surveys on May 4th at 8:45 PM 
and June 1st at 9:15 PM. 

march
SILVER FOXES: BIRD NESTS
March 22, Wednesday, 11:00 AM
Learn about bird nests and go on a hike to look
for some with a naturalist. Silver Foxes programs
are designed for people 55 & older who like to be
active and learn something new. This group
meets once a month. Please call (269) 927-4832 to
register. Members/FREE, Non-members/$5. 

SARETT BIRDING BUNCH
March 25, Saturday, 8:00 AM 
Today is the start of Sarett’s birding group, which
meets most Saturdays from March - May. Birders
of all levels are invited to welcome back the
spring migrants starting this Saturday. Meet at
the nature center and we will leave together and
drive to the birding destination of the week. Bring
your binoculars and a desire to learn about and
see birds. Members/$8 a session, Non-
members/$12 a session. For all sessions:
$64/members, $96/nonmembers.                      
 Call (269) 927-4832 to register. 



WOODCOCK WALK
April 1, Saturday, 8:30 – 9:30 PM
Join a Sarett naturalist for 
an evening walk looking 
and listening for the 
song, dance and aerial 
display of the American 
Woodcock. 
Call (269) 927-4832 to register. 
Members $5, Non-Members $8, Children $3. 

BUILD A BAT HOUSE
April 2, Sunday, 1:00 PM
Join a naturalist to learn about bats in
southwest Michigan and to help you walk
through building your own bat house.
Building materials and tools provided.
Please bring your own gloves.
Members/$25/box. Non-Members/$30/box.
Call (269) 927-4832 to register.

WOMEN IN NATURE EVENT: NATURE
JOURNALING
April 16, Sunday, 1:00 – 3:00 PM
Join a Sarett naturalist to learn how to begin
nature journaling. Cost $10/member,
$15/nonmember. Please call (269) 927-4832
to register. 

EARTH DAY EVENT!
OX CREEK CLEANUP 
IN BENTON HARBOR
April 22, Saturday
Join Sarett naturalists and other area
partners for a volunteer clean-up day along
Ox Creek, a waterway that 
leads into the 
Paw Paw River 
in Benton Harbor. 
Please check our 
website for more
information leading 
up to the event. 

WILDFLOWER WALK AT DOWAGIAC WOODS
April 23, Sunday, 1:00 – 2:30 PM
Join a Sarett naturalist for an easy walk through one of
our favorite springtime woods. Dowagiac Woods is
known for its abundant variety of ephemeral spring
wildflowers. Please call (269) 927-4832 to register.
Cost: $5/non-member and free to members. We will
meet at the Dowagiac Woods parking lot.

SILVER FOXES: WILDFLOWERS
April 26, Wednesday, 11:00 AM
Go for a walk with a naturalist to
 look for and learn about spring wildflowers. Silver
Foxes programs are designed for people 55 & older
who like to be active and learn something new. This
group meets once a month. Please call (269) 927-4832
to register. Members/FREE, Non-members/$5. 

april



Above: Sarett staff posed for a picture in November, 2022. Pictured from left
to right: Carolyn Sundquist, Laura Jasper-Stump, Nate Fuller, Devin Wild,
Hannah Breyen, Dane Rasmussen, Rob Pierce, Mike Mahler, Kevin Barrera,
Juliet Golob, and River Krieger. (Right) All Sarett staff members took part in
CPR/First Aid training in November 2022 to complete certification for the next
two years. Practice included learning how to respond in emergency
situations, perform CPR, choking saving techniques on all ages (seen to the
right), and use AED devices, among many other skills! 


