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Change can be exciting! New seasons, new blooms, new migratory arrivals, new frog songs
from the marsh. Every time you visit Sarett you get to enjoy all sorts of new experiences. One
of the new things we are most excited about is the replacement of the Ridge Trail from
boardwalk to compacted gravel (thank you to the hard working crew of Krohn Excavating
who saved staff and volunteers many days of back-breaking labor). This hard pack limestone
path through the woods will be welcoming to strollers and wheelchairs without fear of the
slippery boards it replaced. As the year progresses, we will be adding improvements to the
trail including a variety of native plantings. 

Another trail upgrade is new wayfinding signage. Sarett welcomes thousands of new visitors
to our trails every year, and the only complaint we’ve received is that folks new to the trails
weren’t confident on finding their way. With the support from donors like local Rotary Clubs,
we have now marked over 65 trail intersections to make sure everyone can enjoy the trails
without worrying about finding their way back. 

There are other new changes here at Sarett – the River Tower got overhauled by dedicated
volunteers (see page 3), a Blanding’s turtle has joined the ranks of Sarett’s ambassador
animals (above), fun new Summer Camps are planned, the Butterfly House has new species
in the mix, and who knows what you will find on the trails! 

(Top right) The Spring Stampede 5k Run/Walk on April 9 was a snowy but successful morning
with walkers and runners of all ages.  (Above) Volunteers Janine and John Lee braved the
chilly morning to help as course guides at the 1-mile mark. (Left) Sarett staff spent a morning
at Grand Mere State Park and North Lake Park training and preparing for the coming months
filled with field trips the naturalists will lead at the park. Many area schools sign up for our
programs which include dune hikes to Lake Michigan, kayaking in North Lake, and learning
to paddle the voyageur canoe! Hepatica flowers (above) were in full bloom along the hike.

Emy, a Blanding's turtle, is a new animal ambassador at Sarett.

Letter from the Director, Nate Fuller



Adapt: Community Supported Ecology
Sarett naturalists join non-profit to help 
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"Why Community Supported Ecology? We believe that each of us, and
each plot of land, is vital to a healthy future. Adapt exists to sustain and
promote the connections between people and the land that supports us

through community co-creation of native plant and perennial food
landscapes.” Sarett naturalist Hannah Breyen recently joined Adapt as a

volunteer community leader for the Benton Harbor area. She and two
other co-leader naturalists will be attending a training day in Ann Arbor

hosted by founder William Kirst to learn how to install native gardens
per the requests of community members. This is an invaluable

community service that helps get native plants and education about
invasive/exotic plants into the hands and hearts of those who want to

know more about local ecology and feel the drive to do something
positive about the current state of the natural world. The 

Our newest animal ambassador Emy, a Blanding's turtle, is fitting
in nicely with her pondmate, a Florida softshell turtle (left). Emy,
named for their species, Emydoidea blandingii, is a docile turtle
that came to us through the Michigan DNR after being
surrendered to a pet store in Traverse City. She was in good
health, but could not be released into the wild due to her lengthy
pet status. We offered the nature center as her long-term home,
and now she will help teach about her species in the hopes of
conservation awareness. Blanding's turtles are native to Michigan
and are listed as a species of special concern due to habitat loss,
requiring both wetlands and upland habitats. The species is
recognizable by their yellow throats and signature "grin." Emy is
already getting accustomed to her new home and enjoys
swimming around the pond and exploring the views (above).
 

Meet our new
Blanding's Turtle

If you have attended any of our animal
programs since December 2021, you may
have wondered: where are the live birds?
Near the end of 2021, we decided to
implement a new training program for our
birds of prey. This new training uses
positive reinforcement and gives the birds
more choice and empowerment. We are
not exactly sure how long this switch is
going to take, but we greatly appreciate
your patience in the meantime! If you
want to know more about this endeavor
or are interested in volunteering with the
animals, please feel free to reach out.

Raptor Report

request form for spring has already been closed, but
keep your eyes peeled for the possible reopening of the
request form this fall or next spring. To learn more visit

adaptecology.org.

RIVER TOWER RENOVATIONRIVER TOWER RENOVATIONRIVER TOWER RENOVATION
The staff at Sarett would like to give a shoutout of
thanks to the gentlemen who have been building new
towers and boardwalk trails. John Mitchell, Mark
Dykstra, Mike Chinski, and Charlie Kozup volunteer
their time and seemingly endless energy to create
new, solid, and safe structures for Sarett guests.
These hard working guys come in with a plan and get
things done quickly. Our staff is very grateful to them
as it allows us to focus our time on other projects.
Recently, they built the new River Tower at the end of
River Trail. Please take a moment to visit this new
tower and appreciate their hard work!

Pops, great-horned owl Kettie, broad-winged hawk

New Ridge Loop Trail
The Ridge Loop Trail, leading from the
main trailhead to the Treetop Tower, 
has been completely overhauled, with two
layers of boardwalk removed and replaced
with compacted limestone rocks. This
change will allow us to further our goal of
creating more accessible trails for all
people.


